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Installing ABBYY FineReader 11 on Workstations 

You can install ABBYY FineReader 11 either directly from the CD–ROM or from a network share (in 

the latter case, you must copy the entire distribution package onto the f ile server).  

You can use one of the following methods to install ABBYY FineReader 11 on the workstations:  

 manually in interactive mode 

 via the command line 

 Active Directory 

 Microsoft System Center Configuration Manager (SCCM) 

Workstation requirements 
1. 1–GHz or faster 32–bit (x86) or 64–bit (x64) CPU 
2. Operating System: Microsoft Windows XP, Microsoft Windows Server 2003, Microsoft Windows Vista, 

Microsoft Windows 7, Microsoft Windows Server 2008 or Microsoft Windows Server 2008 R2 (to 

work with localized interfaces, the operating system must support the corresponding language)  
3. Memory: 1024 MB RAM; in multiprocessor systems, an additional 512 MB of RAM is required for 

each additional processor 
4. 700 MB for installation of all program components; 700 MB for program operation 

5. Video card and monitor (min. resolution 1024×768) 

6. Keyboard, mouse or other pointing device  

 

Note: To be able to open PDF f iles or images from Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, and Microsoft 

Outlook documents, you need to have the corresponding Microsoft Off ice application installed on 

your system. 

Important! You cannot install different editions of ABBYY FineReader on the same workstation. 

Interactive installation 
1. Run the setup.exe file in the folder that contains the distribution files. 

 

2. Follow the instructions of the setup wizard. 
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Command line installation 
Run the setup.exe file in the folder that contains the distribution files, using the parameters described 
below: 

Advertise installation 

For advertise installation, type 

Setup.exe /j 

The program icon will appear in the workstation’s Start menu. Clicking this icon automatically 

installs the program in default configuration (the interface language is selected automatically based 

on the regional settings of the computer).  

Silent installation 

For silent installation, type 

Setup.exe /qn 

In the case of silent installation, no set–up dialog boxes are displayed and the program is installed 

in default configuration (the interface language is selected automatically based on the regional 

settings of the computer). 

Note: Change "/qn" to "/qb" if you want an installation progress bar to be displayed. No other 

dialog boxes will be displayed. 

 

Additional command–line options for silent installation 

/L<language code> disables automatic selection of the interface language and installs ABBYY 

FineReader with the interface language specif ied in the command line.  

Possible language code* values: 

1026 Bulgarian 

1028 Chinese (Traditional) 

1029 Czech 

1030 Danish 

1031 German 

1032 Greek 

1033 English 

1034 Spanish 

1036 French 

1038 Hungarian 

1040 Italian 

1041 Japanese 

1042 Korean 

1043 Dutch 

1045 Polish 

1046 Portuguese (Brazilian) 
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1049 Russian 

1051 Slovak 

1053 Swedish 

1055 Turkish 

1058 Ukrainian 

1061 Estonian 

2052 Chinese (Simplif ied) 

*The number of available interface languages depends on the type of your distribution package. 

/V"<command line>" passes the specif ied command line directly to msiexec.exe. Instead of the 

words “command line” you can specify the following: 

INSTALLDIR="<destination path>" specif ies the path to the folder where ABBYY FineReader 11 will 

be installed. 

WEB_ALLOWED=<Yes or No> allows or prohibits sending information about the selected ABBYY 

FineReader settings to ABBYY over the Internet.  

E.g.: 

Setup.exe /qn /L1049 /v INSTALLDIR="C:\ABBYY FineReader 11" WEB_ALLOWED=Yes 

This will install ABBYY FineReader 11 into C:\ABBYY FineReader 11. The menus, dialog boxes and 

other interface elements will be in Russian. Information about the selected ABBYY FineReader  

settings will be send to ABBYY over the Internet. The set of available OCR languages depends on 

the type of the distribution package. 

Using Active Directory 
Microsoft Windows 2003 Server and Microsoft Windows 2008 Server include an integrated directory 

service, Active Directory, which, in turn, includes Group Policy. The Software Installation snap–in, 

which is part of Group Policy, allows you to install a software application on several workstations 

simultaneously. 

Three major installation methods are implemented in Active Directory:  

 Publish to User  

 Assign to User  

 Assign to Computer 
 

ABBYY FineReader 11 can be installed using the Assign to Computer method.  

 

Important! 

 ABBYY FineReader 11 will be completely installed on a workstation only after the workstation 

is restarted.  

 The Publish to User and Assign to User methods are not supported. 

 ABBYY FineReader requires Microsoft Core XML Services (MSXML) 6.0 to be installed on the 
workstation. 

Example: Using Active Directory to deploy ABBYY FineReader 11  

This example illustrates deployment under Microsoft Windows Server 2003 with Microsoft Group 

Management Console installed. 

The program is installed on one domain computer or on a group of computers: 

1. Copy the ABBYY FineReader 11 distribution onto the server. 

2. Go to Start>Control Panel>Administrative Tools and select Active Directory Users and 
Computers. 
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3. Right–click the site, domain, or another organized unit that contains the computer or group of 
computers onto which ABBYY FineReader 11 is to be installed. 

4. On the shortcut menu, select Properties. 
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5. In the Properties dialog box, click the Group Policy tab and then click Open… 

 

6. Right–click the organized unit that contains the computer or group of computers onto which ABBYY 
FineReader 11 is to be installed. 

7. On the shortcut menu, select Create and Link a GPO Here… 
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8. Enter a descriptive name and click OK. 

 

9. Right–click the Group Policy object you have created and select Edit. 

 

10. In the Group Policy Object Editor window, click Computer Configuration>Software 
Settings>Software Installation. 

11. On the shortcut menu, select New/Package… 
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12. Specify the network path to the file ABBYY FineReader 11.msi. 
This file is located in the ABBYY FineReader distribution on the server. 

13. Select the Advanced deployment method. 

 

14. In the dialog box that opens, click the Modifications tab and then click the Add… button. 

 

15. Select the interface language that will be used by ABBYY FineReader when installed on the workstations. 
The language files are located in the distribution folder on the server. 
File names and their languages: 

1026.mst Bulgarian 

1028.mst Chinese (Traditional) 

1029.mst Czech 

1030.mst Danish 

1031.mst German 

1032.mst Greek 
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1033.mst English 

1034.mst Spanish 

1036.mst French 

1038.mst Hungarian 

1040.mst Italian 

1041.mst Japanese 

1042.mst Korean 

1043.mst Dutch 

1045.mst Polish 

1046.mst Portuguese (Brazilian) 

1049.mst Russian 

1051.mst Slovak 

1053.mst Swedish 

1055.mst Turkish 

1058.mst Ukrainian 

1061.mst Estonian 

2052.mst Chinese (Simplif ied) 

E.g.: To install ABBYY FineReader with the Russian interface, select 1049.mst. 

Using Microsoft System Center Configuration Manager (SCCM) 
Microsoft System Center Configuration Manager automates software deployment in a local area 

network and eliminates the need to go directly to the locations where the software is to be installed 

(computers, groups, or servers). 

Software deployment using SCCM comprises three stages: 

1. Preparing ABBYY FineReader 11 for automated installation (creating so–called "unattended setup"). 

2. Creating a deployment script, i.e. choosing installation parameters: 

  computer names 

  time of installation 

  conditions for installation 

3. Installing the software on the specified computers by SCCM in accordance with the installation 
parameters specified in the script. 

Example: Using SCCM to deploy ABBYY FineReader 11 

1. Copy the ABBYY FineReader 11 distribution onto the server. 

2. In the SCCM Administrator Console, select the Packages item. 

3. In the Action menu, select New>Package. 
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4. In the Package Properties dialog box that opens, enter the required package properties. 

 

5. Click the Data Source tab. 

6. Make sure that the This package contains source files box is not selected and click OK. 

7. In the package you have just created, select Programs. 
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8. On the Action menu, select New>Program. 

 

9. On the General tab of the Program Properties dialog box: 

  Enter a descriptive name for the program in the Name f ield 

  Type setup.exe /q in the Command Line f ield 

  In the Start in f ield, provide the network path to the setup.exe f ile in the ABBYY 

FineReader distribution folder (e.g. \\MyFileServer\Programs Distribs\ABBYY 

FineReader 11). 
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10. On the Environment tab of the Program Properties dialog box: 

  Select Run with administrative rights 

  Make sure that Runs with UNC name is selected 
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11. Change the condition in the Program can run field if required and click OK. 

12. You can also use the Distribute Software Wizard. To run the wizard, on the Action menu, select All 
Tasks>Distribute Software and follow the instructions of the wizard. 
 

Important! You cannot create Distribution Points. 
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Activating ABBYY FineReader 11 

Why is activation necessary? 
ABBYY uses software activation technology to prevent unauthorized use of its software products. 

The technology restricts the number of copies that can run simultaneously and prevents installation 

of one and the same copy on an unlimited number of workstations. An unactivated copy of ABBYY 

FineReader will not run or will run in trail mode, depending on your version of the product. In trial 

mode, certain features may be unavailable, depending on your region and version of the product.  

Activating the product 
If ABBYY FineReader 11 has not been activated on a given workstation or if its license has expired, 

when the user attempts to run it, a dialog box is displayed, asking the user to activate a license.  

Activation takes just a few minutes. An Activation Wizard helps users to send the data required 

for activation to ABBYY. Once the data are sent, the product is either activated automatically or by 

entering an activation code received from ABBYY (see Activation Methods for details). 

To activate ABBYY FineReader: 

1. Ron ABBYY FineReader 11 on the workstation. 

2. Click Activate License… 
Note: If you are running ABBYY FineReader in trial mode, select Help>Activate ABBYY 

FineReader…  
3. Follow the instructions of the Activation Wizard. 

When activating by phone or by e–mail, you will need to enter the activation code you received from 

ABBYY or provide the path to the activation file in the corresponding field of the Activation Wizard.  

Once the activation process completes, ABBYY FineReader 11 can be used on this workstation in full 

mode. 

Activation methods 
The following activation methods are available: 

 Over the Internet (fast, recommended) 

Activation is carried out automatically and takes only seconds to complete. An active Internet 

connection is required for this method. 

 By e–mail (fast) 

The Activation Wizard will create an activation e–mail message. Send this message to ABBYY 

without altering its subject or body. You will receive a f ile in reply. Save this f ile to your hard 

disk. In the Activation Wizard, click Next>, then click Browse… and provide the path to the 

f ile. 

 On the website (fast) 

The Activation Wizard will display the URL address where you can activate your copy, the serial 

number of your copy, and your Product ID. Go to the specif ied URL and paste your serial 

number and Product ID into the corresponding f ields on the page. A f ile will be generated. 

Download this f ile to your computer. In the Activation Wizard, click Next>, then click 

Browse… and provide the path to the f ile. 
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 By e–mail from another computer (slow) 

The Activation Wizard will display the text of an activation e–mail message and the e–mail 

address to which the message should be sent. On another computer, create an e –mail message, 

copy the text from the Activation Wizard into this message, and send the message to the 

address indicated in the Activation Wizard. You will receive a f ile in reply. Copy this f ile onto the 

computer on which ABBYY FineReader 11 is to be activated. In the Activation W izard, click 

Next>, then click Browse… and provide the path to the f ile.  

Important! Do not alter the text of the activation message generated by the Activation Wizard. 

Make sure the message has no attachments and no automatic signature is inserted at the end 

of the message.  

 By phone (slow)  

Important! This activation method is not available for some types of distribution packages.  

In the Activation Wizard, select your country. The wizard will show the phone numbers of your 

nearest ABBYY off ice or partner. Dial one of the numbers and communicate to the operator your 

serial number and Product ID (both will be displayed in the Activation Wizard). The operator will 

read an activation to you. In the Activation Wizard, click Next> and enter the activation code.. 

Note: An activation code has 26 digits and will take some time to dictate.  

 

Automatic activation 
Some versions of the product automatically activate themselves over the Internet without asking 

the user for conf irmation. This type of activation requires an active Internet connection. If 

automatic activation fails for some reason, you can either try activating the product once again or 

select a different activation method. 

Renewing a license 
If you have a time–limited license, you will not be able to use ABBYY FineReader 11 when the 

license expires. To continue using the product, you will need to run the Activation Wizard and 

activate a new serial number. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Can I clone an operating system with pre–installed ABBYY 
FineReader 11?  
To deploy ABBYY FineReader 11, you can clone your Microsoft Windows XP/Vista/7 operating 

system. After cloning your OS, you will need to activate ABBYY FineReader. An unactivated copy of 

ABBYY FineReader will not run or will run in trail mode, depending on your version of the product. 

Some versions of the product automatically activate themselves over the Internet without asking 

the user for conf irmation. See Activating ABBYY FineReader 11 for details.  

Important!  

1. Cloning is only possible if you have not yet run ABBYY FineReader on the cloned computer. 
Otherwise, you will need to repair ABBYY FineReader on that computer. See How can I repair ABBYY 
FineReader 11 on workstations? 

2. Once you have cloned your OS, you need to change its name and Security Identifier (SID). 

3. Trial versions of ABBYY FineReader 11 cannot be cloned. 

How can I repair ABBYY FineReader 11 on workstations?  

Repairing ABBYY FineReader 11 in interactive mode 

On the workstation, do the following: 

1. In Start>Control Panel, select Add and Remove Programs. 

Note: In Microsoft Windows Vista and Microsoft Windows 7, this command is called 

Programs and Features. 

2. In the list of installed programs, select ABBYY FineReader 11 and click Change. 

3. In the Program Maintenance dialog box that opens, select Repair and click Next. 

4. Follow the instructions of the wizard. 

How can I delete an expired license from a workstation?  
1. Run ABBYY FineReader. 

2. Select Help>About… and click License Info. 

3. Select the license you wish to delete and click Delete.  

Note: If you cannot start ABBYY FineReader 11 via Start>Programs, start FineReader.exe from 

the command line adding the –license command. 
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Technical Support 

If you have any questions about how to install and use ABBYY FineReader 11 to which you cannot 

f ind answers in this System Administrator's Guide, please contact the ABBYY technical support 

service or ABBYY partners. For contact information, please refer to  the "Support" section at 

www.abbyy.com. 


